UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
CHARTER OF THE
OCEAN EXPLORATION ADVISORY BOARD

. Committee Official Designation: Ocean Exploration Advisory Board

. Authority: The Ocean Exploration Advisory Board (OEAB) is established by the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere (Under Secretary), who is also the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, as directed by 33
U.S.C. § 3405. The OEAB shall function solely as an advisory body in accordance with the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), 5 U.S.C. app., as amended

. Objectives and Scope of Activities: The purpose of the OEAB is to advise the Under
Secretary on matters pertaining to ocean exploration including the identification of priority
areas that warrant exploration; and the development and enhancement of technologies for
exploring the oceans, managing the data and information, and disseminating the results. The
OEAB will also provide advice on the relevance of the program with regard to the NOAA
Next Generation Strategic Plan and other guiding documents.

. Description of Duties: The OEAB, per 33 U.S.C. § 3405, shall:

a. advise the Under Secretary on priority areas for survey and discovery;

b. assist the program in the development of a 5-year strategic plan for the fields of ocean,
marine, and Great Lakes science, exploration, and discovery;

c. annually review the quality and effectiveness of the proposal review process established
under 33 U.S.C. § 3403(a)(4); and

d. provide other assistance and advice as requested by the Under Secretary.

. Agency or Official to Whom the Committee Reports: The OEAB will report to the Under
Secretary.

. Support: NOAA’s Office of Ocean Exploration and Research will provide support for the
OEAB.

. Estimated Annual Operating Costs and Staff Years: The annual cost of operating the
OEAB is estimated to be $90,744, which includes 0.35 FTE staff support. Members of the
OEAB will not be compensated for their services, but will upon request be allowed travel and
per diem expenses as authorized by 5 U.S.C. § 5701 et seq.

. Designated Federal Officer: The Designated Federal Officer (DFO) will be a full time or
permanent part-time employee from the Office of Ocean Exploration and Research. The
DFOQ will approve or call all of the OEAB’s meetings, prepare and approve all meeting
agendas -attend all OEAB meetings, adjourn any meeting when the DFO determines
adjournment to be in the public interest, and chair meetings when directed to do so by the
Under Secretary.
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